
On   Easter,   the   church   celebrates   the   resurrection   of   Jesus.    The   story   of   the   empty   tomb   is   
shared   as   congregations   meet   in   cemeteries   at   sunrise   in   an   attempt   to   bring   some   level   of   
correlation   to   what   the   Marys   and   Peter   experienced   at   the   empty   tomb.    This   is   later   followed   
by   a   later   service   in   the   Sanctuary   where   empty   easter   eggs   are   used   during   the   children's   
message   to   try   to   convey   the   image   of   the   empty   tomb.   Over   the   years   Easter   has   become   
predictable,   and,   by   its   historical   presence,   there   really   is   no   way   to   change   the   facts.   This   is   not   
critical,   it   is   just   how   it   is.     
In   the   days   after   the   resurrection,   the   story   was   powerful.    To   hear   of   a   man   that   died   a   roman   
crucifixion   and   rose   from   the   dead   ,   was   to   say   the   least,   unbelievable.   And   then   to   hear   of   why   
he   did   this,   well,   further   inconceivable.   But   when   seeing   the   face   of   the   ones   who   witnessed   it,   
those   who   heard   the   story,   well,   had   to   decide   the   reality   of   it   for   themselves.    And   what   the   
disciples   witnessed   of   the   risen   savior   on   Easter   prepared   them   to   face   persecution   and   even   
death   while   establishing   the   church.   
  

But   what   about   today?   What   do   you   experience   at   Easter   in   this   modern   time?   
  

As   I   think   about   this,   I   see   Easter   today   not   as   a   time   to   retell   a   story   of   old   and   hope   someone   
new   believes.   That   is   the   daily   call   of   a   follower,   isn't   it?   
    

Given   the   world,   even   the   disciples,   were   not   prepared   for   Jesus   to   return   from   the   grave,   
maybe   our   focus   today   should   be   on,   for   lack   of   a   better   word,   self-analysis.   Do   I   and   the   
Church   I   attend   measure   up   to   God,   through   the   example   of   Jesus.   But   most   importantly,   not   in   
my   eyes   or   even   the   eyes   of   my   pew   partner,   but   in   the   eyes   of   those   outside   the   Church.   

    
  

As   I   look   at   the   church   today,   especially   from   an   outside   viewpoint,   I   don't   see   a   single   entity   
serving   a   single   God.    It   appears   more   like   multiple   entities   with   different   beliefs   constructing   the   
teachings   of   a   single   God   to   meet   each   individual   entity's   objective,   thus   creating   different   Gods   
to   the   outsider.   
  

The   church   seems   to   be   at   a   point   that   love   and   acceptance   are   merely   feel   good   words   in   a   
statement   of   belief   rather   than   a   sacrificial   of   action   being   formed   through   an   act   of   faith.   
  

Here   at   Easter   we   see   the   perfect   model.    All   that   has   to   be   done,   is   simple,   look   at   Jesus   
approaching   the   cross.   All   that   has   to   be   seen   is   the   single   doctrine   of   God   as   it   is   revealed   at   
Easter.   
  

Jesus   approached   the   Cross   not   from   selfishness   but   selflessness.   
  

Jesus   hung   on   the   cross   not   in   judgement   of   the   world   but   in   forgiveness   for   the   world.   
  

Jesus   died   not   in   anger,   but   in   satisfaction,   simply   saying,   "it   is   finished".   
  

Jesus   rose   from   the   grave,   not   to   seek   revenge,   but   to   bring   peace.   



  
Finally,   the   disciples   did   not   try   to   reinvent   Jesus   after   the   resurrection.   They   just   added   another   
chapter   to   the   story   already   told.   
  

In   today's   society,   with   a   church   on   every   corner   and   in   most   strip   malls   is   it   even   possible   for   
Jesus   and   his   truth   to   be   correlated   without   conflict?   Even   worse,   what   impression   does   an   
outsider   have.   
  

The   truth   is   simple,   Jesus   is   coming   back     
  

Only   God   knows   the   time     
  

And   Jesus   will   gather   his   people.     
  

And   he   will   know   them   by   their   hearts.   
  

A   forgiving   heart   of   selfless,   sacrificial,   nonJudgemental,   unconditional   love.   
  

This   is   the   Jesus   I   know   and   it   is   what   the   God   I   serve   requires   of   me.   
  
  
  

Amen   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


